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LNG Flare in Gladstone
Andrew,
Below is attached an email trail regarding an LNG flaring event at one of the LNG facilities on Curtis
Island and some news articles. On 8th December GCC wrote to david.love@ehp.qld.gov.au, in your
team, requesting some information about the flare.
We have not received a response as far as I am
aware.
Images of the flare had been going around social
media since at least 6 December 2014.

The flare had been obvious on the Eastern side of
Curtis Island, near Turtle Street, 11.22 PM Saturday
13/12/14.

And seen here at 12:45 on 16th December 2014

This is a 10 day flaring event, at least.
We are being told this is “normal” and “authorised”
"The composition of the gas currently being burnt at QCLNG is predominantly methane - or natural gas - as well as a small
quantity of nitrogen." "During the coming days of commissioning there will be occasional limited flaring of ethylene or
propane refrigerant that will temporarily release a non-toxic black smoke,"
"Flaring has been occurring at the QCLNG site since August in line with our Environmental Authorities.”
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But it is inconsistent with their EIS. Refer to Vol-2-Ch-07-Gas-Field-Operations.pdf pages 18 and 21
where they state that normal flaring events to be less than 30 minutes duration and nowhere is
there any reference to ethylene or propane coolant generating black smoke.

So the question is: did you in fact authorise the flaring as they claim?
occasional limited flaring of ethylene or propane refrigerant that will temporarily release a non-toxic black smoke

If so what was the process used to authorise something other than that stated in the EIS upon which
the project has been approved?
Do you concur that a more than 10 day even constitutes a limited and temporary event?
Do you concur that the black smoke is “non-toxic”
Can you confirm that the odours from this smoke people have been experiencing aren’t dangerous
or carry any health risks?
Sincerely,

Jan Arens
President – Gladstone Conservation Council
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On 12 Dec 2014, at 1:33 pm, McGinnis, Lorna <Lorna.McGinnis@bg-group.com> wrote:

And in the news,

Andrew,
I challenge you to produce a subject expert from within your team to join us today to help us understand what is going on.

What is the composition of the black smoke from the flares people are smelling in Gladstone
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Feedback from an LNG rep is that this is normal, but it does not appear as such in their EIS. What is covered in their authority to
operate?

Of the hundreds of conditions placed on the most regulated industry, is there one intended to safeguard us from this?
Cheers, Jan
On 16/12/2014 1:58 AM, Jan & Karen Arens wrote:
Not a mention of anything like this in the eis.
All they suggest will be flared is CO2 and methane.
The black smoke tells us there is more in the flare than that.
If the community can smell this black smoke, we have a right to know what it is.
:(
Col, for your reference see pages 18 and 21, they suggest the flaring events should not be longer than 30 minutes.
Something is wrong.

On 15/12/2014 9:54 PM, Cheryl Watson wrote:
Not even an acknowledgement of my email.
Cheers
Cheryl
Sent from my iPad

On 15 Dec 2014, at 9:29 pm, Jan & Karen Arens <arens@isage.net.au> wrote:
Cheryl,
Any word from EHP?

On 8/12/2014 9:43 AM, Cheryl Watson wrote:
Dear David,
This photo was taken from my back patio on Saturday night at about 11.20 pm. I must add that under normal circumstances the direction
this photo was taken is normally dark. I have had phone calls with information and concerns regarding the latest burn off from QCLNG's
flare.
A. Have they lost control of the coolant again? If so why, as last time was supposed to be a one of.
B. If not coolant what was it?
C. Is there any health concerns with this burn off?
Information given to me
127,000 litres of contaminated gas in a tank has to be burnt off. This certainly doesn't bare well for this operation as I am sure you are aware
it has been drummed into the public just how safe this operation is.
Phone calls include the following,
People in the Clinton,Sea View Heights area are reporting smelling something like burning tar or the smell you get when standing beside a
train while it is running.
The fact the light can be seen over such a large area.
I look forward to hearing from you,
Regards
Cheryl Watson
Gladstone Conservation Council

